
Submit an Originating Claim (?OC?) or Originating Application (?OA?)

BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE CIVIL PROCESS (FOR ALL CIVIL PROCEEDINGS FILED FROM 1 APRIL 2022 ONWARDS)

In a nutshell, a general, simplified version of the civil process could be seen as set out below. Please note that the flowchart below is 
an oversimplified one of the civil process, just for general understanding:

OC OA

Respond by submitting
intention to ?contest? or ?not to 

contest?

Respond by submitting Affidavit 
in Reply

If response of contest is filed, to 
submit Defence

Case Conference
If no response filed or if ?no contest? 

-> Default Judgment

If Claimant or Applicant is absent 
-> Dismissal of Action may take place

If Service of OC or OA has not been effected
-> Dismissal of Action may take place

OC OA

If No Defence submitted
-> Default Judgment

If No Affidavit submitted
-> Court will proceed to hear the case 
on the understanding that Defendant 

does not wish to provide evidence

If Defence to OC
or

If Affidavit in response to OA is submitted
-> Alternative Dispute Resolution (?ADR?) 

(i.e. Alternative to ?fighting? in Court)[one or 
other ways of Settling Dispute]

No Settlement (or ADR not possible) Settlement

Is there a Challenge to 
Court?s ability to decide?

If so, is Application 
successful?

No

No

If No Further Application

Court?s Directions forTrial or Hearing (e.g. Affidavits for Evidence-in-Chief for OC)

Trial or Hearing

Court?s Judgment(including on Costs)

Appeal (if any)

Enforcement of Judgment

Court?s Directions on 
Defence for OC or 

Affidavits in Reply for OA
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